August 12, 1952

live. Mildred P, Holbrook
Adminketr. 3e0y., Bd. 30i. Adv,
Jdane Coffin CThilds Fund

Basornm 7%

Rew Havan iay Coiine
Dear ifrs. Holbrook:

I an always glad to have an opportualty to restate sy appreclations
to the Jane Coffin Chllds Pund fopr ite help tc me at the outset of ay
scientiflc carsaer.

4y regeargh progran is much alonz nreviously established lines, fooussed
primaprily on the genetios of beoteria, ¥e are becoming mors and acre laterested
£a the propertios of sysbiotic viruses in lysogenic strains of basteria, and
sre dtadyin: them from a genetle viewpoini. lMany sach viruses seea to have
the reasrxabla property of transferring gensblic factors from the host cells
on whilesh they zpe grown to new hosts which thay may subsequently infect,

1 have o fairdy active group of asmociates working with me in the
Laboratory, inclading (for the coming year)four post-doctoratss (Mrs. Lederberg
incindbig) and two groduste students and some nseistants. Ancther studeat,

Dr. Zinder, has pradunted and teken o posltion et the Hockefellar Instdtutden,
The lakoratory im sapnorted by gwonts from the Nations) Institutes of Health
and the Roakefeilapr Foundation, nnd by »agearch contrects with the Cheaisal
Corps and Atomic Bnergy Commission, az well as intrsmmral support. One of

the fallows who is coming thls fall is subsidised by the World Hexlth Owgani-
sation.

As masthwue during the tenure of oy Childe Fund Sellowship, ay activity
has been related to cancer ressarch only on a very thesrebifal basle, although
I would be the last %o minlmize the necessity of sueh approasches. 1 was invited
o glve a pagsr at the last Nationsl Cancer Congrean at Cilnncinnati, and
did ec on this baasla.

I enclose soms reprints in liwu of s literature list. The paper marked 1)
is a review covering work over the last six years, and carries an naknomledgment
to the Pund for {ts early support.

Q ),/ 27 Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Associate Profeasor of Genetics



